
 

In my desire to become a better missionary. . .  

I have been studying the teachings and life of 

one of the greatest missionaries of all times, the 

Apostle Paul. Going back through 1 Corinthians 

has been very revealing for me. In chapter 3,  

Paul captures some of the most significant 

struggles still taking place in the church today. 

We have struggled to grow up spiritually and as 

a result turn inward, not outward. Sometimes 

we forget that it’s not about us -- we are 

servants, workers, and builders in the kingdom 

of God. Then there is a lot of “church stuff” we 

do that can end up being wood, hay, and 

stubble. And sadly, we sometimes lose sight of 

what it really means to be temples of the Holy 

Spirit. These are still crying needs for the church 

today!  

Family news. . . We appreciate so many of you 

who have asked about and prayed for our 

family. Our daughter and son-in-law, Ryan & 

Dorothy Merrill, who serve as missionaries to 

deaf people groups in Eastern Europe, have just 

given us our first grandchild, Brooklynn, born 

April 14th! Our youngest son, Jonathan is also 

getting married on June 10th.  

I am excited about a new vision and strategy. . . 

being developed by some special teams of 

pastors. Be watching for more details as we 

prepare to unveil this new strategy in October.  

Until then have an awesome summer. 

                                                                         Tommy 

 

“Life Letter” 

Mission News & Events 
Spring/Summer 2010 

 
άWhere weΩre bringing life to the desert!έ  

 
Our VisionΧ 

God has called the churches of River Valley Baptist 
Association to partner together in bringing life to the 

desert byΧstarting new churches, strengthening existing 
churches, and serving one another! 

 

 
  Coming Up In River Valleyµ 

From Our Missionaryµ 

Though we do not have many association-wide 

events taking place this summer. . . it is sure to be a 

busy next 2 or 3 months for our River Valley 

churches! . . Calvary Baptist Church is leaving soon 

on a mission trip to Greece -- 1st Southern, Kingman 

is conducting a Vacation Bible School in the Native 

community of Peach Springs the 3rd week in July.  -- 

Our association is helping launch a new Missionary 

Driver Program during the summer months for 

Truckstop Ministries, Inc. This will be the first of its 

kind in the country. We are also assisting with 

ministry at the Las Vegas Truck Show June 18th & 19th  

-- Our River Valley Community Prayer Outreach will 

be taking place August 7th in the community of 

Yucca. 

Please pray for our many Vacation Bible Schools  

taking place across our association all summer long. 

  

 

Visit our web site at www.rvba.net 

 



 

 

άArms Around Peach Springsέ 

A Native American mission initiative focusing 

on people, partnerships, programs, & projects. 

For more information contact the River Valley 

office at 928-753-9262. 

New Work Newsµ ºOn Mission» News From Our 
Churchesµ 

¶ Bouse Baptist Church, Bouse, AZ   This 

newest church plant is growing and 

establishing a strong presence in this rural 

community. Pastor Ted and wife Pam are 

still commuting from Yuma and praying and 

hoping to relocate to Bouse sometime in 

the near future. Pray for God to open the 

way for this to happen. This work is 

sponsored by 1st Southern, Parker & 

Quartzsite and Ted Finkbeiner serves as 

pastor. Tfinkbeiner3@gmail.com 

¶ Christian Community Church, Mesquite, 

NV/ Beaver Dam, AZ  A lot of snowbirds 

come and go in Mesquite and economic 

problems have hit this community really 

hard. This church is praying and meeting 

the challenges ahead, revival services 

planned for the fall, and being a 

tremendous blessing to our work in Beaver 

Dam. Lee Eddy serves as pastor. 

olderson@rconnects.com, 

lhenry@cascadeaccess.com 

¶ Yucca Community Church, Yucca, AZ      

Some new growth and new business is 

beginning to come back in this  community 

and allowing the Yucca church some new 

opportunities for ministry. We are still 

looking for and praying for land for the new 

church site. The Yucca church is sponsored 

by Golden Valley Baptist Church. Pastor 

Byron Reiner continues to serve both the 

Yucca church as well as Program 

Coordinator for our Northwest Center for 

Arizona Baptist Children’s Services. 

Taytim2001@yahoo.com 

 

The email addresses above. . . are a way 

for you to contact these new churches and 

pastors and let them know you are praying 

for them! Each of these new churches also 

represent a great “on mission” opportunity 

for your church. 

¶ 1st Southern, Lake Havasu – 15 BSU students 

from Oklahoma came for “Spring Break Beach 

Reach 2010” in March. 1st Southern partnered 

with Calvary and other local churches to offer 

pancakes breakfasts, bottled water, sunscreen, 

prayer and the opportunity to know Christ. The 

event was very successful and there was even a 

baptism in the Colorado! Hosting summer 

missionary interns Desarae Jackson & Amber 

Bard. 

¶ Desert Shores, Bullhead City – The Women’s 

Ministry started a TULIPS Tuesday Bible Study 

that is growing rapidly. This ladies group is active 

in community service, sending snack boxes to our 

troops in Iraq, as well as within their own church. 

¶ 1st Southern, Kingman – Nursing Home & Prison 

Bible Study ministries are growing and the Lord is 

truly moving through these ministries. The choir 

at 1st Southern even went out to the prison and 

presented their Easter cantata, “The Day He Wore 

My Crown”.  

¶ 1st Southern, Parker – Pastor Jerry & Earlene just 

celebrated their 13th anniversary at 1st Southern 

Parker! Preparing for their VBS June 6th – 11th and 

planning a revival November 14th – 21st. 

¶ 1st Southern, Ft. Mojave – Had about 102 seniors 

attend an association-wide Senior’s Luncheon! 

They had a wonderful time with “The Newlywed 

Game”, singing led by Anna Daniel, and an 

encouraging message from Rev. Bill May. Ft. 

Mojave also hosted a Classic Car Show and 

cookout for the community. 
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